
 
 

 
 

 
CO2 Value Europe AISBL  
Transparency Register Number: 977056531128-71 
Avenue de Tervueren 188A, 1150 Brussels, Belgium 
contact@co2value.eu  
www.co2value.eu 
 

1 of 3 

 

Brussels, 16 April 2026 

CO2 Value Europe’s response to call for evidence on post-2030 legal 
framework on renewable energy 

 

About CO2 Value Europe 

CO2 Value Europe is the European association representing the Carbon Capture and Utilisation (CCU) 
community in Europe and working for the recognition of CCU as an essential pathway to reach EU 
climate goals in 2030, 2040 and 2050. CCU refers to established and innovative industrial processes 
that aim at capturing carbon – either from industrial point sources or from natural carbon cycles– and 
transforming it into value-added products such as synthetic fuels, chemicals and building materials. 

CO2 Value Europe represents more than 115 stakeholders along the entire CCU value chain. 

 

Accelerating the deployment of renewable energy sources 

CO2 Value Europe welcomes the opportunity to share perspectives on the EU post-2030 legal 
framework on renewable energy.  

As a CCU community, we are supportive of all actions aiming to deploy further renewable and low 
carbon energy sources enabling to reduce Europe’s dependence on fossil imports. In a context of 
geopolitical uncertainty and fluctuating energy prices, we believe very ambitious renewable energy 
targets are an absolute must for Europe in a post-2030 context to secure sovereignty and prosperity in 
Europe.  

 

Green molecules as the next horizon 

Electrification is a must to reduce Europe’s dependency on fossil fuels. A key complementary element 
for decarbonising and defossilising the European economy is indirect electrification through the large-
scale production of green molecules, like green hydrogen and green derivatives like e-methane, e-
methanol and e-kerosene, in particular to bring green molecules to sectors that cannot be electrified 
like shipping, aviation, chemistry or hard-to-abate sectors. CCU technologies are about bringing green 
electrons to sectors that cannot use them directly.  

So far, the rules as set out under REDII and REDIII have had two effects: 

- On the one hand, they established a framework that enabled projects to be designed, 
presented, and advance by creating definitions, setting targets, and creating precedents and 
momentum for the production of RFNBOs and RCFs.  

mailto:contact@co2value.eu
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/17453-Renewable-energy-legal-framework-after-2030_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/17453-Renewable-energy-legal-framework-after-2030_en


 
 

 
 

 
CO2 Value Europe AISBL  
Transparency Register Number: 977056531128-71 
Avenue de Tervueren 188A, 1150 Brussels, Belgium 
contact@co2value.eu  
www.co2value.eu 
 

2 of 3 

- On the other, the rules are too complex and strict and created additional costs that make 
RFNBOs much harder to be competitive; as a result many projects are struggling to reach FIDs 
and their upscaling is stalling while others have been cancelled altogether. 

We urge the European Commission to promote green molecules as a priority in a post-2030 
framework. Both through the general renewable energy targets and through dedicated targets on 
transport and industry, we believe the means must finally meet the ends to give incentives for 
companies to move away from their dependency on fossil fuels.  

Carbon Capture and Utilisation technologies are mature and ready to scale, but they have yet to reach 
cost-competitiveness in a world where fossil fuels are still the norm. CCU fuels, CCU chemicals and 
other CCU technologies require more targeted regulatory incentives in order to grow. They require 
being rewarded by legislations, they require strong commitment for incentives of using renewable and 
circular feedstocks instead of fossil feedstocks.  

The post-2030 renewable energy framework should also be the opportunity to take stock of the 
progress made, but also of the challenges faced by companies in investing in clean technologies. Power 
purchase agreements have delivered ; overly complex definitions have not. 

 

The clearer the rules, the better 

We believe a crucial element for supporting green molecules projects is simplification. We need rules 
that are fit-for-purpose and follow market realities.  

Straightforward and consistent definitions: learnings from REDII and REDIII, as well as their dedicated 
delegated acts, demonstrate one thing: the clearer and more intelligible the rules are, the better. 
Project developers have been struggling to understand the complexity of definitions around RFNBOs 
and RCFs, around additionality, around CO2 sources, around how their project fits into the rules. There 
has been guidance and Q&As issued by the Commission, which have been helpful, but demonstrated 
by their very existence the lack of clarity of existing rules. The lesson from such legislations is clear: 
definitions must be straightforward and they must be consistent across legislations 

Clear mandates: rules that have been adopted with multiple caveats and constraints have created 
much less momentum than rules that were straightforward and to the point. For example, mandates 
stemming from article 22a on industry have led to multiple debates, need for clarifications, diverging 
opinions, and ultimately weaker momentum around the need to fast track the production and uptake 
of green molecules in industry. On the opposite, clear and unconditional targets have created interest 
and momentum, e.g. in particular in aviation and to a certain degree in maritime: clear targets are a 
necessary but not sufficient condition to drive investments into eSAFs and eSMFs 

Granular and regularly increasing targets: we recommend for post-2030 targets to be more granular 
and steadily increase over time. Rather than only one target for a specific date as was done in REDIII, 
we see value from setting increasing targets for every five years or even every two years to create a 
sense of direction and drive for investments whether for uptake of renewables in industry and in 
transport. 
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Reviewing criteria for RFNBOs production must be done holistically  

We understand the Commission wants to drive a targeted review of the production criteria for 
renewable hydrogen in the coming months: we believe it is absolutely crucial that such a review is not 
only focused on renewable hydrogen, but on RFNBOs as a broader category. For example, the question 
of additionality criteria must be tackled in conjunction with GHG methodology rules. We call the 
Commission to involve all relevant stakeholders in that process, in particular from the CCU community, 
to share experience and recommendations for unlocking the scale-up of CCU fuels projects.  

 

Conclusion: post-2030 rules must be pragmatic, actionable, and adapted to industrial 
realities 

From the perspective of the CCU community, the work around the post-2030 framework for renewable 
energy must be the opportunity to take stock of current rules, what they have delivered and what they 
failed to deliver. The conclusions are clear: renewable energy deployment progressed, electrification 
progressed, and innovation on green molecules progressed. But indirect electrification through the 
production of clean fuels has struggled, in part because of insufficiently supportive EU rules and 
support mechanisms.  

Part of the issue comes from technical rules on production criteria, whether around additionality or 
around technicalities for how targets are understood by stakeholders. Part of the issue comes from the 
lack of a long-term direction from EU rules to drive investments into green molecules. 

Throughout the process of preparing and adopting post-2030 rules, the CCU community looks forward 
to detailing the lessons learned and making recommendations on how to make the rules more 
adapted. We have done so extensively in a recent report on enabling conditions from the Industrial 
Carbon Management (ICM) Forum's Working Group on CCU that we co-chaired under the umbrella of 
DG ENER. From our perspective, this should be used as a blueprint for action at EU level to unlock the 
potential from CCU fuels and RFNBOs.  

The post-2030 renewable energy framework is the right opportunity to move forward on 
decarbonisation and defossilisation. If Europe wants to move away from fossil fuels, in addition to 
strong ambitions on electrification, it needs to have equally strong ambitions on indirect 
electrification through green molecules.  
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