
 
 

 

 

 

 

CO2 Value Europe calling Swedish Presidency of the Council of the EU to 

Fast-track Defossilisation Efforts 

 

Context  

CO2 Value Europe is the European Association representing the Carbon Capture and Utilisation (CCU) 

community in Europe and working for the recognition of CCU as an essential pathway to reach EU 

climate goals in 2030 and 2050, and for the development of the CCU industry. We represent more 

than 85 stakeholders along the entire CCU value chain.  

Carbon Capture and Utilisation has a great potential in helping achieve a climate-neutral EU by 

capturing and transforming carbon thus providing a scalable alternative to fossil carbon as it is both 

available everywhere and does not put pressure on land uses. 

Objective 

CO2 Value Europe welcomes the programme of the Swedish Presidency of the Council of the 

European Union (‘the Presidency’) for the first half of 2023 and the different priorities it identifies:  

The role of carbon capture in reaching EU climate goals 

The Presidency recognises the role of both “emissions trading (as) a mainstay of the EU’s climate 

framework” and the fact that “certification of carbon sequestration and carbon capture is expected 

to be important in the future, not least for the development of biogenic carbon capture”. It also 

indicates that “The Presidency will take forward the proposal for a certification scheme for carbon 

removal to promote the emergence of a commercial carbon capture market”. We consider indeed 

that the revised ETS system’s implementation and the adoption of the new certification framework 

for carbon removals will be two key pillars for the deployment of CCU technologies: 

Some of them will allow for reducing carbon emissions from hard-to-abate industries, covered under 

the ETS system – for example through the recognition of mineralisation in the new ETS revision, which 

means that companies binding CO2 permanently into products won’t need to surrender allowances 

for that CO. Other CCU technologies (e.g. when biogenic or atmospheric emissions are stored 

permanently in construction products) will enable to remove carbon from the atmosphere. 

Both are crucial for CCU deployment and should both be incentivised as per their specific climate 

effects: we urge the Presidency to support the swift implementation of the ETS revision and to 

contribute to fast-tracking the adoption of the carbon removals framework. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Fit-for-55 package is the key to unlock defossilisation  

As the backbone of the EU climate strategy, a number of Fit-for-55 legislations have 

the REDIII or the Energy Taxation Directive, as essential to drive the defossilisation of 

the EU industry in the coming years. We call the Presidency to focus efforts in their 

swift adoption in trilogues, and to ensure agreed legislations are also in line with 

technical regulations which are impacting today the investments into CCU projects, for 

example the REDII delegated act on the GHG methodology for renewable fuels.  

 

Defining the role of low carbon fuels 

We take note of the goal of the Presidency to “increase the proportion of renewable 

and low-carbon gases in the energy system while reducing natural gas use”. It is 

important to properly define the scope and potential of low carbon fuels, and to do 

so, we consider it is important to exchange with stakeholders, including energy and 

industrial actors, CCU operators, fuel suppliers and civil society to build strong 

provisions that will help advance the defossilisation of our fuel mix with the inclusion 

of renewable and low carbon fuels. 

 

Defossilising the aviation and maritime sectors 

Two important sectors contributing to EU emissions are the aviation and the maritime     

sectors. We consider setting clear requirements for both, for example by having 

dedicated sub-quotas for the use of renewable fuels in shipping, will be crucial to 

create a market for cleaner fuels and provide companies with perspective on where 

and how to invest in defossilisation.  

We therefore call the Presidency to take action for a swift adoption of the FuelEU 

Maritime and the ReFuelEU Aviation legislations, as well as paying particular attention 

to incentives to put in place to support the transition in both those sectors, either via 

specific legislative implementation (e.g. rules under ETS aviation) or via support for 

defossilisation projects in the Innovation Fund.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

Carbon circularity should become mainstream 

We take note that the Presidency aims to work on “the EU regulatory frameworks that 

promote non-toxic material cycles, increased use of high-quality recycled materials in 

products, and other business models that promote a circular economy”. While we 

commend the focus on increase recycling rates, we see that carbon circularity – where 

unavoidable carbon on one end can be valorised and used as feedstock for another 

application via CCU – as a key missing feature from current EU debates and legislations. 

CCU has the potential to decouple the production of chemicals from the use of 

additional fossil resources – and we urge the Presidency to include carbon circularity 

more systematically as an objective in products-related legislations, for example the 

Packaging and Packaging Waste Regulation.  

 

CO2 Value Europe is looking forward to supporting the Presidency in its priorities and demonstrate 

how CCU projects can contribute to defossilising our economy.  
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