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Brussels, 11 April 2022 

CO2 Value Europe’s feedback on European Commission’s 
initiative on Renewable energy projects, permit-granting 

processes & power purchase agreements 

 

Background & context 

CO2 Value Europe (CVE) is the European association dedicated to Carbon Capture and Utilisation (CCU) 
and represents over 70 members along the CCU value chain, primarily industrial actors from different 
sectors. 

CCU is a broad term that covers all established and innovative industrial processes that aim at 
capturing CO2 – either from industrial point sources or directly from the air – and at transforming the 
captured CO2 into a variety of value-added products such as synthetic fuels, chemicals and building 
materials. 

General position 

CVE welcomes the European Commission’s initiative on renewable energy projects and supports 
strongly the revision of the Renewable Energy Directive, aiming to double the share of renewables in 
Europe to reach 40% by 2030. In order to reach this target, barriers and unnecessary constraints 
around renewable energy projects should be removed and minimised as much and as fast as possible, 
which is why we consider any initiative from the EU aiming to contribute to efficient development and 
deployment of renewable energy projects as a step in the right direction.  

As CVE, we advocate for ambitious and realistic climate policies enabling an energy transition towards 
renewable and low carbon sources, and towards zero carbon energy systems, in particular by:  

- Boosting the access to affordable renewable hydrogen in Europe.  

- Supporting hydrogen-based solutions and zero/low carbon technologies. 

- Reinforcing Fit-for-55 proposal with higher and earlier targets for renewable energy and 
energy efficiency. 

- And accelerating the deployment of renewable energy projects.  

We support the option for EU authorities to adopt guidance helping implement the Renewable Energy 
Directive and providing them clear instruction on how to transition to renewables.  

Specific recommendations 

The uptake of sustainable renewable hydrogen and hydrogen-based products like Renewable Fuels of 
Non-Biological Origin (RFNBOs) will be crucial for achieving the EU’s climate targets.  

We believe that both the discrepancy between ambitious plans and targets for renewable energy and 
hydrogen roll-out, and the uncertainty stemming from complex and burdensome permitting 
procedures should be addressed as soon as possible. Streamlining these procedures by allocating 
more resources to responsible authorities (personnel and digitalisation tools) and better aligning 
renewable energy permitting with environmental laws will be crucial to deliver on renewable targets.  
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We also endorse the promotion of Power Purchase Agreements (PPAs) and the need to facilitate their 
deployment. Reinforced Rules on Guarantees of Origin (GO) are also needed to accelerate renewable 
electricity uptake. 

It is indeed crucial to design a robust certification system across the EU for renewable hydrogen that 
will be compatible with renewable support schemes and Guarantees of Origin to enable the uptake of 
a European renewable hydrogen market over the next decade.  

In order to do so, we encourage further guidance to be adopted to encourage EU Member States to 
boost the development of technologies that will contribute to the scaling up of renewable electricity 
deployment, such as CCU. This support should also go hand-in-hand with flexible rules around 
additionality under the current EU legislation: 

- GO and PPAs are already in use today and are sufficient to demonstrate the renewable 
character of the purchased electricity.  

- PPAs are unsubsidised agreements where the fuel producer pays the renewable energy 
provider for the renewable energy used. PPAs enable Renewable Energy Sources (RES) assets 
to exist and to function on the basis of a predictable business case and are therefore by default 
adding to the financing of renewable energy. 

- We believe having too stringent rules around PPAs and additionality will lead to unrealistically 
complicated business models and large barriers to RFNBO project development. At least until 
a sufficient RFNBO capacity is reached (e.g. 40 GW), RFNBO assets should be able to access 
any RES installation (provided they prove renewable character alongside a PPA with a RES 
producer) and ramp-up quickly. 

- This is why rules around PPA should be robust but also flexible to ensure it acts as a driver for 
renewable energy deployment. 

Additionality is best addressed at systemic Member State level, where MS will be responsible for 
create a facilitating framework with transparent and rapid procedures for the deployment of more 
renewable energy capacity based on the market demand for different uses (including RFNFO 
production).  


