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CO2 Value Europe position paper on CCU in the EU 
Policy Landscape: summary 

Existing EU regulations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fit-for-55 proposals 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RED II Delegated Act on the access to renewable electricity 

What is it? The Delegated Act (DA) will be implementing REDII. By setting out rules for the production of renewable hydrogen, it 
will regulate the access for RFNBO to renewable electricity, set out rules on the temporal and geographical correlation between 
electricity production and RFNBO production; and ensure that RFNBO producers are contributing to the renewable deployment 
or financing renewable energy (i.e. the additionality principle). The definition of the way of access to renewable energy will be a 
crucial factor for CCU projects, with unnecessary constraints having the potential to undermine the achievement of targets. 

What do we support? 

• Recognition of additionality for subsidised RES plants even after the expiry of the subsidy period; 

• Temporal correlation between renewable electricity production and hydrogen production on monthly basis; 

• Phase-in period for the DA implementation until a renewable hydrogen capacity (e.g. 40 GW) is reached; 

• Projects commissioned within the phase-in period shall benefit from the phase-in conditions for the entire lifetime of the 
RFNBO installation; 

• Additionality to be dealt with at a market-driven systemic level with Member states providing a framework for renewable 
energy expansion based on market demand. 

EU Taxonomy for sustainable activities 

What is it? As a framework to facilitate sustainable investment through the classification and identification of sustainable 
activities, the Taxonomy aims at creating legal certainty for investors while incentivising companies to become more sustainable 
and carbon neutral. While CCU is partly covered, additional steps are required. 

What do we support? 

• CCU should be recognised as a sustainable economic activity on its own, to provide legal certainty, perspectives, and 
incentives to CCU projects and investments. 

REDII Revision (RED III) 

What is it? A proposal to modify existing renewable energy rules so that the share of renewable energy in the EU’s consumption 
in 2030 is at least 40% and that the EU reaches by 2030. The revision gives out targets, including for producing RFNBOs, as long 
as they allow for 70% less GHG emissions compared to conventional fossil fuels. 

What do we support? 

• In addition to the 2.6% target by 2030 in the proposal, an interim target of 0.05% by 2025, corresponding to 0.14Mtoe of 
RFNBO for the transport sector; 

• Adoption of the suggested target to cover 50% of the hydrogen use in industry with RFNBO by 2030; clarification needed 
on which party will be held responsible for reaching this target; 

• A swift adoption of the methodology on the calculation of GHG savings for RFNBO and RCF; 

• No unnecessary constraints for RFNBO producers to access renewable electricity. 

Emission Trading System (ETS) 

What is it? The revision of the greenhouse gas emissions trading system sets out to make all sectors covered reduce their 
emissions by 43% compared to 2005 levels and will apply between 2021-2030. 

What do we support? 

• Adopt the suggestion to remove the obligation to surrender allowance for CO2 that is chemically and permanently bound 
in a product so that it is not released into the atmosphere under normal use; further clarity on the definition of “normal 
use” and the inclusion of end-of-life is needed; 
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EU initiatives on carbon circularity 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ReFuelEU Aviation 

What is it? A new legislative proposal to boost the supply and demand for sustainable aviation fuels in the EU, in order to reduce 
aviation’s environmental footprint and enable it to help achieve the EU’s climate targets. The proposal sets specific quotas for 
sustainable aviation fuels for fuel suppliers, including synthetic fuels sub-quotas. 

What do we support? 

• Maintaining ambitious targets on synthetic aviation fuels; 

• EU authorities to even go beyond, notably with synthetic fuels quotas with earlier targets for 2025 and a more even 
trajectory for synthetic fuels with 2% in 2030, 15% in 2040 and 40% by 2050; 

• Incentives on fuel suppliers to go beyond the quotas as well as rewards for doing so. 

FuelEU Maritime 

What is it? A new legislative proposal aiming to decrease GHG emissions and increase the use of sustainable alternative fuels in 
European shipping and ports by addressing hampering market barriers and uncertainties regarding technical options. 

What do we support? 

• A parallel approach to targets and quotas for RFNBOs like in ReFuelEU Aviation with actual e-fuels targets of 1% by 2025, 
4% in 2030 and more would be highly beneficial; 

• GHG emissions reduction targets can be made even more ambitious, in particular by 2025; 

• Consistency between the definitions of RFNBOs, GHG methodologies and sustainability criteria proposed in REDIII and 
FuelEU maritime. 

Energy Taxation Directive (ETD) Revision 

What is it? A revision to align EU energy tax rules with the Green Deal, ensuring that it does not de facto favor the use of fossil 
fuels, removing exemptions for fossil fuels, and enabling exemptions for clean energy. 

What do we support? 

• Adoption of tax exemptions for RFNBO with a 10-year transition period for shipping and aviation transport; 

• Further guidance on practical elements to put in place such exemptions and reductions at Member States level is required. 

Restoring Sustainable Carbon Cycles and Carbon Removal Certification Mechanism 

What is it? A communication on restoring carbon cycles which includes a number of applications of CCU to decarbonise hard-
to-abate industries, carbon farming and orientations for the Carbon Removal Certification Mechanism (CRCM) to certify CO2 
removal from the atmosphere. 

What do we support? 

• Incentives for the development of CCU fuels and chemicals in closed loop cycles; 

• Recognition of the role of CO2 mineralisation to permanently bind CO2 in construction materials; 

• Certification of CCU technologies allowing for negative emissions as carbon removal technologies, like DAC-to-
mineralisation; 

• A CRCM certification for any claim of carbon removal, also consistent with other EU instruments, including the EU ETS. 

• Adopt the suggestion that emissions from the use of RFNBO produced from captured CO2 should not be double counted; 
extend this provision to RFNBO produced from biogenic and atmospheric CO2; 

• No CO2 eventually emitted must be left unaccounted for or double counted; 

• CO2 should be accounted in a way that all actors of the CO2 valorisation chain are incentivised to reuse captured CO2 and 
contribute to the deployment of CCU technologies. 


